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Please join us following the concert for a reception in the Taft Lounge downstairs.

c e l l o

Kevin McFarland recently ended a run of eleven years 

as founding cellist of the world-renowned JACK 

Quartet in the fall of 2016. After incredible experienc-

es traveling across five continents, collaborating with 

a diverse array of composers, and performing up to 

seventy concerts a year with JACK, he decided it was 

time for a change of pace. He recently relocated from 

Brooklyn to Denver where he now lives with his long-

time partner and two dogs. Past guest performances 

include appearances with the International Contem-

porary Ensemble, Alarm Will Sound, Ensemble Sig-

nal, Talea Ensemble, and Wordless Music Orchestra. 

Kevin's composition works have been performed by 

vocalist Abigail Fischer, Hutchins Consort East, and 

the Deviant Septet.  His first published essay appears 

in Performing Xenakis from Pendragon Press. His cur-

rent musical focus gravitates around composition, 

electronic music, and solo performance. Kevin holds 

a Bachelor's Degree from the Eastman School of Mu-

sic where he studied composition with Robert Morris, 

David Liptak, and Ricardo Zohn-Muldoon and cello 

with Steven Doane.



M a x  M u r r a y

Cântece  2 0 1 8

Cântece is a brief fragment of a forthcoming quartet of the same name for solo violin, 

viola, and two cellos. I am personally grateful for the listener approaching it in those 

terms — and to have had the opportunity to experience an impression of this mate-

rial as heard by Kevin.

� b io� As a composer, Max Murray’s current and past collaborators include musicians Noa 

Frenkel [Tel Aviv], Liam Hockley [Vancouver], and Richard Craig [Bangor], among others, 

with works appearing in contexts such as the Gare du Nord «Dialog» [Basel], Klangwerkstatt 

[Berlin], and HaTeiva [Tel-Aviv].

Having completed parallel graduate degrees in performance and composition at the Ber-

lin Hochschule für Musik ‘Hanns Eisler,’ and the Leipzig Hochschule für Musik und Theater 

‘Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy,’ he is currently a PhD candidate in music composition at Har-

vard University where he directs a Bach cantata series at the Harvard Art Museums, and the 

Graduate School of Arts and Sciences’ Symphony Orchestra.

max-murray.com

A b o u t  t h e  m u s i c



J a m e s  B e a n  &  A d i  S n i r

parts  2 0 1 8

In this work, fragile and volatile musical spaces are maintained through focused 

listening. Units of sound are fragmented, layered, and repositioned with the use of 

analog circuitry and guitar amplifiers.

� b io� James Bean — I currently study composition with Chaya Czernowin and Hans Tutschku 

at Harvard University. In the past, I’ve had the privilege to study with Rand Steiger at UC San 

Diego, and Robert Kyr at the University of Oregon. I am momentarily devoted to authoring an 

automated music notation software called denm (dynamic environmental notation for music) 

for iPads, which allows performers to interact dynamically with musical scores throughout 

their learning and performance processes.� jamesbean.info

� b io� Adi Snir creates art through music composition, improvisation and installation, much of 

of it located somewhere in between these categories. His current compositional work deals with 

notions which magnify the importance of interpretation and that of interaction with the com-

plex materiality of reality. By means of brokenness of material (both visually and sonically) the 

works question the scores and the authority of the composer. In doing so, the collaborative as-

pect of the process taking place in creation of a musical performance is brought to the forefront 

of the artistic project.

Composition teachers: Chaya Czernowin, Hans Tutschku, George Lewis, Michael Pisa-

ro, Reuben Seroussi, Yuval Shaked.

Works performed by ensembles: ELISION, Rage Thormbones, Distractfold, JACK, Di-

otima, Xasax, Meitar, Ictus, Musica Nova among others.

sniradi.wixsite.com/adisnir
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Director

James Bean, Clara Iannotta, Manuela Meier, Max Murray, John Pax, Kai Johannes 
Polzhofer, Elena Rykova, Chris Swithinbank, Zeynep Toraman, Julien Vincenot, 
Julio Zúñiga
Members

Established in 1984, Harvard Group for New Music brings together the community of 

graduate student composers at Harvard University. The primary purpose of HGNM 

is to perform works by its membership, to develop musical and professional rela-

tionships beyond the group, and to provide fora for regular critical discussion with 

weekly presentations from current students as well as guest speakers.

The Harvard Group for New Music is grateful for the support of the Anthony R. 

Riola, II Fund.

hgnm.org
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For your safety, please note the location of the nearest emergency exit:

J o h n  K n o w l e s  P a i n e  H a l l

Area of refuge

stage

Alternative Exit OnlySecondary Exit Route

Primary Exit Route

Area of refuge

lobby



Saturday, 4 November 2017
The Thelma E. Goldberg Concert

Ensemble Adapter
Saturday, 10 February 2018

Kevin McFarland
Saturday, 14 April 2018

Distractfold 
Ensemble
Saturday, 19 May 2018
supported by the Fromm Music Foundation

JACK  Quartet & 
Mivos Quartet

All concerts take place at 8pm.

John Knowles Paine Concert Hall, Harvard University Music Building.

2 0 1 7 – 1 8  C o n c e r t  S e a s o n


